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Abstract: This paper mainly explores the application of schema theory to L2 writing . After comparing the content and formal schemata
between Chinese and English-natives’ , the study suggests it is an important concept in L2 teaching that leaming tasks should be designated
to build or activate the learner’ s schemata. Moreover, the paper attaches importance to cultural background in 12 writing and intoduces
some instuctional strategies based on schema theory which can help students betier aware of the culture-specific background knowledge.
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s s (topic sentence) . s
“ 7,35 , 20 R .
s ( Coats, S. & Sandel, M. ,1986).
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, s (ten thousand 1i s s
off the topic) , (‘there is a bamboo in on€’ s stomach), s
( Fallen leaves fly to the trunk), ( Pears matched , ,
with jade pieces), (When a girl mar- s
ries it is like water sprnkled on the ground) s s .
R s CO e s ? (the Because-Therefore
, . s stiucture) . Scollon(2000: 45) «
« » , :Achilles heels, Mattew e (the Chinese paragraph st ctures
s law Prisoner’ s dilemma follow a Because-Therefore) . ”
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R :“ Advantages of taking a part-time job”,
“ 7 s . : 1)
There are some advantages in taking a parttime job.2) As college
s « ”  students, we have much to leam. 3) Maybe everything around us
“ 7 , . seems alien to us . 4) If we want to be successful and achieve our
, , goal, we must make an effort. 5) And taking pait-time jobs can pro-
, vide us opportunities to know society better. 6) It can teach us how



to deal with practical problems and how to get along with people. 7)
Besides, thmough work we can eam some money. 8) With it we can

buy what we like and depend less on our parents.

2) Taking a part time job is

another kind of learning which is not confined to the classroom. 3)
Since we college students live in an isoated academic world, things
in the real world seem alien to us. 4) By taking a parttime job, we

«

can enlarge our horzon.

»
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" “There are some advantages in
taking a parttime job’ .
, . , “Why

is it true 7, : Taking a part
time job is amther kind of learning which is not confined to the
classroom (2 ); Taking pait-time jobs can provide us opportu-
nities to know society better (5 );  Besides, through work we
can eam some money( 7 ).
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9) Insum, taking a pait-time job does benefit us

l

2—3—4
~s—6—Lo
N

7—8

1) There are some advantages in taking a part-time job. 2)
First, taking a parttime job is another kind of leaming which is not
confined to the classroom. 3) Since we college students live in an
isolated academic world, things in the real world seem alien to us.
4) By taking a parttime job, we can enlarge our horizon. 5)) Sec-
ond, taking a part-time job can provide us opportunities to know so-
ciety better. 6)It can teach us how to deal with practical problems
and how to get along with people. 7) Besides, through work we can
earn some money. 8) With it we can buy what we like and depend
less on our parents. 9) In sum, taking a parttime job does benefit

us.
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“Because” ,  “Since he is dishonest, I can not trust him”.

, 10% (
1990 ).

“signal words”. :
Theores regarding the shape of the eaith have changed
thoughout the ages. At first it was believed that it was flat, al-
though ideas about the exact shape— 1. e. whether it was circular,
oval, square, rectangular, et— varied. Later on this concept failed
to satisfy some observers and eventually the evidence tending to dis-
prove this idea grew so large that it had to be totally abandoned. An
alternative theory was next put forward, resting on a number of ob-
served fadts, e. g. that the parts of a ship moving away from the ob-
server were seen to disappear below the horizon in sequence— first
the lower parts, then the upper parts and finally the extreme tops of

the masts, until at last the ship disappeared from view entirely.
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[ ] The competition for college enrollment is keen this year
and candidates spend days and nights preparing for entrance exami-
nations neglecting their health and so the newspapers carry articles
urging teachers and parents to take up this poblem serously. ()
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As the competition for college enmlinent is extremely keen this
year, the candidates spend days and nights preparing for the en-
trance examinations, neglecting their health. In view of this, the
newspapers carty articles urging teachers and parents to take up this

poblem seriously.
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